Astrobiology Center (National Institutes of Natural Sciences)

Guidelines for PROJECT Research FY2024

1. Program Outline
Astrobiology Center of National Institutes of Natural Sciences (NINS) aims to promote
interdisciplinary research, to create original and novel research, and to establish an
international research hub.
ABC now calls for “PROJECT” research proposals in order to promote research and form an
academic community in the interdisciplinary area of “Astrobiology” (e.g. search for
extraterrestrial life, potential of the life to emerge, origins of life). Projects that can expand
the field of Astrobiology and cover as broad areas as possible are anticipated.

2. Proposals

(1) Target research
Research on the life in the universe from diverse approaches. Challenging proposals
from young scientists are encouraged. Please state clearly the relevance to
“Astrobiology.”

(2) Organization
Pl and Co-Investigator (hereafter Co-I: Kenkyu-Kyoryokusha) will conduct the research.
Applicants do not need to include ABC Staff Scientists.
Pl must be responsible for the entire research project and funds.
After the selection of the proposals, ABC of NINS will sign a contract of commissioned
research with the institute (except research centers of NINS) that the Pl belongs to and PI
and the institute will be responsible to conduct research.

(3) Duration of research period
Single-year contract from April 1%, 2023until March 315, 2024. If you plan to continue
the project for multiple years (up to 3 years longest), or if you have ongoing ABC project,
please specify “continuing” or “new” research proposals. In case you would like to
extend your ongoing ABC project, clearly state the reason of extension, your objectives
for the concerned fiscal year, and your progress and achievement so far should be clearly
shown.

(4) Eligibility
Researchers who belong to a research institution that can manage and control the
project grant

(5) Amount of research fund
Up to JPY 3,000,000 per project. No additional indirect costs
ABC accepts smaller proposals to organize workshops.

(6) Planned number of funded proposals
10-20 proposals depending on the budget



3. Expenditure
Expenditure which is necessary to implement a project (consumables, travel expenses,
salaries and honorarium, miscellaneous costs (printing costs, correspondence costs,
meeting costs, etc.). If a research conference is planned in the project, its organizing
costs can be included in the expenditure plan. No additional indirect costs accepted.

(1) Direct costs

a. Consumables: costs to purchase consumables (including equipment)

b. Salaries and honoraria: costs to pay honoraria, rewards, salaries and remunerations
to whom collaborated for research (filing, assistance of experiments, translation and
proof-reading, offering of expertise, etc.)

c. Travel expenses: domestic and overseas travel costs as well as invitation costs of PI,
Co-l, and other collaborators of research

d. Miscellaneous: necessary costs other than those in a.-c. to implement the research
project (e.g. communication costs, transportation costs, meeting fees (excluding
alcoholic beverages), printing fee, bookbinding costs, etc.)

(2) Indirect costs
The budget of this project grant cannot include indirect costs.

4. Application procedure
(1) Application forms
Project plan: online application
Detail of the project plan: upload to the online system
Please download “ABC_project_detail.docx” from:
https://www.abc-nins.jp/storage/application/

(2) Submission
Please submit an application form from the online system (URL below) from December 1,
2023 t0 17:00, January 11, 2024.
https://www.nins.jp/nous/
(submission of a contact form)

Please send “ABC Kobo Kenkyu Jimu Renrakuhyo (Administrative contact Form,
ABC_renraku_JE.docx)” to the following address from the administrative staff of your
institution.

[e-mail address] abc-office@abc-nins.jp



(3) Notes
- To submit a form, an account of NOUS is necessary. It will take 2-3 working days to give
an account. Please apply for an account in advance before submitting an application form
if you apply for the first time.
- After the submission an automatic reply mail will be sent. Please confirm it.
- The formal acceptance of the application will be completed when ABC receive both of
the Project Application Form and the ABC grant Administrative Contact Form.

5. Screening
Decisions will be made by ABC Operation Committee in March 2023 and be notified to the

applicant.

Main screening points:
1. An objective and a plan of the project is related to astrobiology.
2. The project will expand the field of Astrobiology

6. Report and Duty

(1) The PI has to submit a research progress report within 30 days after the completion of
the project.

(2) The Pl has to give a presentation about the results of the funded research at a meeting,
which will be held at around the end of FY2024 and be notified to the applicant afterwards.

(3) When publishing the result of the proposed research, it is necessary to acknowledge the
support from ABC.
2% Example of acknowledgement
(PN): TABFRIE, KFEHRAFAEREEABARZHERETT A b/ FOP -t &
—D7aY I MR DR A Z T LD TH D, |
(ENG): “This work is supported by NINS Astrobiology Center Program research (Grant
Number ******) »

“rkEXXEY is the grant number and will be notified with the result.

7. Contact information
Please contact the address below if you have any questions.
Astrobiology Center, National Institutes of Natural Sciences
E-mail: abc-office@abc-nins.jp
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